One Man’s Quest for Gocl



FREFACE
Monclag, August 5“1, 195%

Born around 02:00, | have always loved the earlg morning hours. | seem to feel closer
to God earlg in the morning,. ]Fyou are reacling this book, ] presume you are searching
for a deepcr relationship with this “Person” we call (God. | like to think of (God as a
person. TI"]C Old T estament says we were created in his image. Thini( about that for
a moment and let it sink in. You are the reflection of God.

As an artist, GOd fashioned man in his own image; accorcling to the creation stories of

three major religions‘ We were Patternec{ after Gocl and in his image. Amazing stuff.

]’c is no wonder we have created re]igions in a never ending qucst for Gocl. Kcligion is

just that) “man’s search for gocl"’ SPiritua]ity on the other hanc{, is “Gocl’s search for

»

man.

What haPPens when GOd goes looking for mankind? What does he find?

[Have you ever Poncﬂerec} what (God did on the E_igl'\tl'\ Dag?

Gocl went looking for manl(incl,just forachatanda cup of coffee.



Forwarc]

Evergbodg has a rigl‘nt to a (God of their own understanding. Tl‘nis is what
] have been taught and learned over the last Twentg Years. ]n 1984 ] was
at a Personal bottom and reached out to the Twelve Step Frograms. ]
found, thru other People, a Pcrsona] re!ationship with a (God of my own
unclcrstan&ing. Tl’)is is my dest, not yours. | am not an evangc]ist and
do not wish to convert anyone. Tnis isjust my exPerience, strengt]ﬁ and
my noPe. ]n my writing ] refer to (God as [ e or Him. T!ﬁat is because Mg
(God is My Mather. | am one man with a Persona] (God who is masculine in
gendcn

Rcspcct

] ama Fairlg well traveled individual. ] am fortunate to have lived all over the
(nited States, traveled to many states and cities. M9 exposure to other
cultures and ethnicities is not limited tojus’t the (nited States. Pacific
cultures and Co]onial influence in the South Fachcic were Probab!g one
of the most Fascinating exPeriences to date. | he Caribbean and
Bahamas were equa”g interesting. (_anada and Mexico are goocl fun as
was Australia. My next triP in the works is Europe, Spain to be exact. |

Iove to see how other People live.

Having said that, my Point is tnis; Respect. ] think the world’s Problems
boil down to a lack of resPect for others. I}C ] have no rcsPect for your
Personal experiences, how can | rea”g begin to learn from you? | et us live

to learn and learn to trulg live.

Jamcs W HUdgCﬂS
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Thc Eighth Dag

]t is said that “a clag with the lord is a thousand years and a thousand years is like a
Clag”. This sums up my mgstical look at what has happcnec{ in the last 5000 years of
recorded earth historg. Timelessness. Jtis my understanding that we are in the 5000%
year since Noah or the “Floo& Storg” referred to in ancient Hebrew manuscripts. ]1C
you add a thousand years to cover the Creation Storg we have entered the éth

millennium.

]F ] had to label mgsehc, it would be a Christian Mﬂs’cic. ] was born into a Christian
home and 10 years of domestication as a child will a]ways mark me as a (Christian. |
have cHange& faith several times and alwags come back to the faith of my father and
his father. l have studied all the major re]igions and several Patlﬁs that could easilg be
considered cults. | a!mostjoinccl a cult in 1971 but some friends l’lcipccl me to stick
with what l knew.

Mg fathers’ father was a 3%’ Mason. At some Point in my c]ucst l came upon a book
on [ ree Masonry, “The Rites and Practices of the Scottish Rite (Church”. | like to
think it was Passed on to me somehow from my Granc{ Dacl, Luther Huc{gens‘ But ]
do not think that was the case. ] Probab!g Purchascd itina garage sale some where. ]
collect all sorts of hard bound books. ] never throw one away. Hc was also an avid,
active Baptist. Mg other (Grand Fathcr was a Pipe smoking barber who loved to
watch boxing. | remember watclﬂing the smoke from his Pipc and bcing hgpnotizec{ bg
the smoke. Jt was Probabiy my |ndian Blood coming out, the eyes of a child. [is father

was a doctor and married a part American |ndian woman named Puckholtz.

T}‘xe Tﬂudgens and Bames come from the Eas’c Coast as do most American& Our

parents, parents, parents are not in&igenous; we are visitors, transPlants from the old

country. A” of these generations are but a second on the Clock of God.

(God as l understand him is not bound bg time. He is not watching the clock, we are.

He has no bus to catch or schedule to kceP. He is not counting the time to the end of
the worlcl, we are. Whg? Most of us are afraid of death. A” of the historg of mankind,



the thousands of years of man as we know him ’coclag is but one dag to the
Timelessness of (hod. The “mitote” as the Toltecs called it, has obscured our vision
of reality. During the late twentieth century some called it “The Matrix” and many are
rea”g trapped in it; traPPcé with blind eyes or blurrg vision. | like to think of it as the
“Foggy Mirror. The Apostle Faul said “we see through a glass darug, one dag we
shall see face to face”. l notice it when ] shave and am reminded that ] do not see my
own face c]earlg then there is steam on the looking glass. Steam takes time to form

and more time to clear. [Hence, we are locked in time.

The Proplﬂct Jocl called it the va”cg of decision, the clag of the lord. T he question is
not when the world will end. That has no Point of reference. The earth is as shadow
of heaven]y things‘ An carth of twisted shadows is the va“eg of decision we live in.
TI’IC qucstion is; when “your world” will end? What dag will you pass through the door
we call death? When will you see (God again? [Have you been a good steward? These

arce the real qUCStiOﬂS wWe can ask ourselves each dag

This is my quest. These are the questions | ask mgsei?. Some dags the answer is “well
done” my son. Otlﬁcr clags the steak is medium or rare. But always l trg, most Clays l
try with all of my heart. Tlﬂat is what we all clo, we do our best. [tis a goocl “agreement”
to have with 3oursel£ “always do your best”. But for most of us, it is not cnouglﬁ.

MH exPerience has been ] get tired of “missing the mark”. ] get tired of constantly
Eaving togo back and say, “I'm sorry”, or “Forgive me”. So | stoppeé &oing that. | made
a decision that ] would walk and talk with (hod in this “Eighth Day”. ] am not wrong

ang longer. | just make errors in judegment and have “momentary lapses of reason”.
ylonger. 1] Juag ylap

[t is my Personal belief that (God is not looking for PerFection half as much as he is
interested in communion. He is more interested in “wa]king in the cool of the clay” with
his creation than the argument Uust had with [~ ve. Sure he is interested in me working
tl'iings out with [~ ve and her working out t!nings with me, Adam. PBut he wants to help
us with that. A“ we have to do is walk in the grass, feel each blade; walk on the beach
and feel each grain of sand and ask him to hclp. “r"]c gives His wisdom to all men
equa”g and makes no distinction”. [Je is a Pru&ent, fair andjus’c person. (God is a
person. We were created in His image. We are more like (Hod than most think.



Do not take me wrong here. ] am not trging to humanize God, which has been done.

What ] am trging to express is the “Pcrsonal nature” of Our God. Aﬂd he is Pcrsonal
to each of us. [ e, in the words oFJesus, is “QOur [ ather.

“Father, ] want tocla3 to be a Part of Your Eight Dag, let me walk with gou.”



Mankind Scarchcs for (God

Mi”ions of People seek the Face of (God &ailg, millions. Think of all of the faiths as
one faith for a moment. Over one third of the Plaﬂet Prochses one form of
Christianitg or another. | here are more Muslims than (Catholics. Ad&ing the
Buclc”‘n’sts and the [Hindus brings the total even !’ﬁg!ﬁcn Tl’\inking of all faiths sceking

one Gocl allows me to Persona“y see the whole of mankind in a massive “search for

God”.

What l mean by searcHng for (od is the daily “imProving of our conscious contact
with [1im.” | do not know about your cxpcricncc but for me Persorsa”g | am tired of the
constant imciglnting among, religions that Prochses their way is better than another
way. This never en&ing war of the SPirit is not Productive or healthy. I’c is like a child
Fighting over who gets the attention of the father.

The strugglc began thousands of years ago with the sons of Abraham. Three major
faiths claim their roots from this Family tree. Judaism, lslam and Christianitg all Point to
the story of Abraham and his two sons in their scriPturcs. Judaism is the oldest,
clating back to the times of Moses who is attributed with writing it all down for the first
time. The Clﬁristians, of course, date from the life oFJesus some 2000 years ago and
our calendar reflects the influence of (Christians over the ages. The Muslim faith is
the youngest of the three, Mohammad living in the 700th year after Christ.

In my Pcrsonal studg | have been confused bg the many faiths and wondered whg
there are so many different Paths. As ] have agccl it seems to make more sense to have
all of these different Paths. Feople are different and we seem to gravitate to various
streams of tl’louglﬂt. \/\/l’xat troubles me is the clogma that is Pro?cssec{ and souglﬂt after
bg cach in their quest.

Mg observation is the (Christians seem to be most adamant about their faith bcing the
onlg faith. | do not know if it stems from the his’corg of the Crusades or from my
exPeriences with the Christianizing of Folgnesia Maﬁbe it goes back to my
evangelica] childhood or my dags in the ministry in the seventies. Somewhere | Pickecl



up the thought, “«(Christians are Puslﬁg”. There seems to be a “get saved todag”
menta]it3 to drive men and women out of the va”ey of decision into the fold of God.

Wl’\at if we are all in the arms of (God a]reacl\lj? | propose that there is no urgency

whatsoever to the situation at hand. TI"I@ only command of value is this simP]e

statement, “566‘( first the Kingdom of God and all these things shall be added unto

3ou.”

esus himsell “prayed down” the kingdom o od when he said “t ingdom come, on
J himself “prayed d he kingdom of (God when he said “thy kingd

earth as it is in heaven”. \What if this is the kingclom of (God a]rcady? | know this is
heresg to many, hearsay to others but l must ask mgselxc, what 7 You can make the
bible say angthing you want it to say. What is imPortan‘c is what it says to me. When ]
Ponder and think on things sPiritual, parts and Picces of scripturc fill in the gaps of my
tl’!iﬂ!{iﬂg. | have been looking at the bible for 50 years and what | am ta”dng about is

what it says to me.

You do not have to believe like | believe to accomplish any spiritual revelation orgoal. |
have no quota of souls to gather. All | have is Personal cxperience and what | am

writing here is how it meshes to my spirit.

| et me explain a quandarg l found mgsehc in during the mid nineteen eighties. ] was
working for an oil company cloing field seminars with geologists. These were learned
Pcop]e. T}nese were thinking Pcople, well studied. During the seminars | was
introduced for the first time to rea”g thinking about a 7 day creation story. The
thougl‘:t had come up before but ] dismissed it as unimPor’cant and besides ] was
brouglﬂt up in a certain fashion.

During this time l fell in love with a fossil we found over and over in the rock record, the
ammonite or ccpha]opoc}. ] was told that this ancient creature once ruled the seas and
had a Familg tree clating from 600 million years ago to present times. |ts modern dag
counter part is the nautilus. l learned how to iclenthcg them in the Fielc{, find the rocks
tl'xcg Prosperccl in and set about co”ecting them for mysclmc.



|t was during the earlg eightics | was struggling with my addiction to clrugs that |
converted to the EPiscoPal Church. There ] was introduced to a scripture
Ephesians 321 and it reads as follows:

' Unto him /s glory in the church bg Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without
end. Amen.

“World without end, Amen” or “Ol"l Yes” as the modern version “The Message”

states. ]t all began to make sense for me Persona”y. This is not a 7000 year old
Planet; this universe has an amazing l’listorg. There is no conflict in this and the
scriPture for me. |t all boils down to Perspective. When you look at the Strong’s s’cudy
of the word “wor]d”, the word eternal pops up in several P]aces‘ ] am not at all
surPrised. Ask five Pcoplc to draw a Picturc of a train and what do you think you will
see? [Tive identical Pictures‘? | doubt it. You can even Pl’\otograph a train a five
different hours during the c{ay and it may appear to be a different train. Ferspective.

| like and enjoy ]ogic. | dislike i”ogical ’clninking or could | say unreasonable tlﬁought’?

|t was (God himself who said to the Prophct in the O!d T estament, “Comc now, and
let us reason toget}wer”. We are created in his image, creatures of reason and logic.
To say that (God does not Persua&e us with logic is unreasonable. To put forth
clogma without !ogic is i”ogica] and unreasonable. ]F Gocl does not make sense, what

does?

]t is i”ogical to think that God could not manifest himself to a thousand People in a
thousand different manners. (God is (God orhe is nothing and we are a”just dust.

What if the “faith” Problem isjust that, a Problem with Perspective? ] am sure this is not
new tl'xinking, it isjust my tlﬂinking. | ike the title of the book says, it is Orne Man’s
Qpest for God.



Gocl’s SCarch for Man

GOd, on the other hand does not have the Problem we have. We may have )Corgotten
where we Put Gocl orfeel we have misP]aced our affection for Him, but He has never
gorgotten where Hc left off with us.

Accorc{iﬂg to the Creation Storg in (3enesis, one morning (God set out to “find”
Adam and he was hiding from Gocl. For thousands of years we have all been hiclirsg
from Go&,jus’c like out car’cHg parents. You can be as literal or Figurative with this as
you want but the bottom line is, the Creator has your number and he has Placed acall.

| am not trging to take an evangelical stand here. | am being Practicai. The Creator is
ca”ing to see what is up with the kids. [Jow is it going? Do you need anything’? Free
Wi”) we all have it and use it evergclag. This is what it all boils down to, freedom of
choice. [Te created us in [is ]magc, [reel Ancl [1e wants us to remain free.

] getvery tired of this line of thought‘ “We”, if there was a Gocl whg does he allow..”
God does not allow angt}‘ving, Hc created us and we allow. ]1C ] gave you a million
dollars and you spent it, could you blame me for a“owing you to sPencl it? ]t seems like

the same !ogic to me.

God has created a free system. There are Phgsica] and sPiritual laws in Place that
govern the movement of mass and sPirit but the process is entirelg free to move. ]t is in
this free system that an aPPlc is tossed into the air and according to the law of gravity;
it is free to fall down again. We are free to accept the laws that exist or ignore them
and face the consequences. l]C you step out of the third story window of a builc{ing,
you will fall to the grouncl, Freclg. Suchis life, actions and reactions.

] mentioned earlier the three re]igions, Ju&aism, Christianitg and ]Slam. During the
1500 years before Christ (B() two other major rciigions cmcrgcd in S Asia.
[Hinduism (1 500bc) and Budcﬂ'\ism <500bc) both dcvelopcc{ and Prosperecl centering
on the ’chouglﬁts of karma. Tlﬁis cause and effect faith is central in their teachings and

is very much focused in this vein of freedom. What you sow, you reap. ]F to live we]],



your karma brings you to a better Place. | ife is full of choices and the choices you

make to&ag have a Proxcound effect on your tomorrows, all of them.

T his basic thought process is also taught in Judaism, Chris’cianitg and |slam which
makes me wonder several ’clﬁings. Ohne, does this process reflect some need in mankind
and two, does it reflect the Persona]itg of (od? l like to think of it from both ang]es,
since mankind is created in the image of (God and (God has a genuine interest in His

creation.

| think (God looks for humanitg every clag of our existence and those who are !ooking
for Him find Him. ]n the Old T estament it is said, “]n the dag you seek Me with your
whole hear‘c, you will find Me”‘ For me there has never been any question about the
nature of (God and seeing [Him as a creator who desires communion with [Jis

(Creation.

Onc thing | do not understand is the anger towards (God. A!so con{:using to me is the
anger between fellow humans in regarc;s to (God and our Pcrsonal belief systems. |

may }Jejust simplis’cic and naive.

|t seems to me that we're born into this planc bg a choice. | believe it is our choice. |tis
my thought that we are on the outside ]ooking in and we ask to be put in. Once we are
in we have no memory of the before life but we asked sPechCicany to enter the human

race at that Poin’c in time.

The reason is that etemit3 is bigger that life itself. ]t is bigger than ego, Pride, and
hate and sc]mc~scel<ing. We asked to be put in to better our core spirit. Those of us
that are here are here for a reason. ]’c is also about freedom of choice. We Freely
choose to Participate in life. At some Poin‘c in life we all say insicle, “so that is whg l’m
here.” At that Point we have met God and Hc has met us. Our highcr purpose is

rea]ized and we are readg to make t!ne next stcP n ourgrowtl't process.

Jt may only be a moment of clarity but it will be an eternal moment. Jt may be a simp]c
sense of oneness but it will last our sPirit for an eternity. (God has PerFected
sometlﬁing of himself inside of our SPirit; we see it and are tota”g open to it. Actua”g



we were created Forjust this interaction. |t is true oneness and communion for us and
an exPansion of the essence of (Hod outward into the universe. “Thﬁ kingdom come
on earth as it is in heaven”. “] he lcingdom of (God is not meat and drink but
rigl‘xteousness, peace and joy”. |n these moments and instances we rightFu113 and
wi”{:ully expand the kingclom of heaven. We Perpetuate the very essence of Gocl

through our existence, we share the love.

No wonder (God looks for us. No wonder we look for (God. T his total communion is
our base design and basic ca”ing. How do you get to this P!ace? You look for Gocl‘

Kemcmber, [Heis Iooking Forgou and you will find one another.



History of 5ccl<ing

We, the creation of C]ocl, have a rich history of seekiﬂg the creator. ]t is our clesting‘
We and the mgriacl of creations before us and the millions that will follow all have one
tl'iing in common, our Creaton Jtis in our blood. |t was in the “blood” of those before

us and WI” FO”OW IOﬂg aF’cer we have PaSSCCl ontoa nghcr Plaﬂé.

|t is said that the “life of the flesh is in the blood” and | would like to propose that the
ife of the sPirit is in the breath”.

| feelin my spirit that the creation is reaclﬁing a climax, an apex of spiri’cual knowle&ge.

The human exPerience as we understand it today is about to change. E_ach breath
that we take brings us closer, co”cctively, to our r“]igher FPower. As iong as mankind is
breathing we are involved in the Q}ues’g the reaching out towards (God. ] think we

understancl this toclag in a manner that has never bemcore been exPeriencecl.

We are bounded on all sides bg knowledgc and wisdom. Never chore, in recorded
history as we understand it toclag, has the whole of humanitg ever had such access to
data. We have millions of volumes at our Fingcr’cips. Mang of us have hundreds and
thousands of pages of data right on our hard drives. Computers have forever

enlarged our horizons.
But it is in the individual, inner seeking that we each find (God. T he tools we have

access ’cojust make it easier to collate the data. | his historg of seeking is coming to a

head. We are seeing further than ever before, sPirituauy‘

TODBECONTINUED



Various Notes and Kamblings

Mysticism, an immediate, direct, intuitive knowleclge of
(God or of ultimate realitg attained through Persona]
religious experience. \Wide variations are found in both
the form and the intensitg of mgstical experience. The
authenticitg of any such cxpericnce) however, is not
dependent on the form, but 5olelg on the qualitg of life
that follows the experiencc. The mgs’tica] life is
characterized bg enhanced vitali’cg) Productivitg, serenitg,

andjog as the inner and outward aspects harmonize in

union with (God.

Belief in intuitive 5Piritua| revelation: the belief that
Personal communication or union with the divine is
achieved through intuition, xcaith, ecstasy, or sudden
insig}'lt rather than througlﬁ rational thought.



These definitions from Microsoft [~ ncarta and Researcher are a very accurate cxplanation of
Precisely how ] feel about Gocl. Over 20 years on the program of Narcotics Anongmous and 35 years
since my cxperiences at Calvarg have brouglﬁt me to this Place. This Project will, | lﬁope, be an ongoing

documentation of my qucst; to know 60(1, even as ] am known 133 him.

I would like to acknowlcdgc Bx” (Gates and his [ ncarta | eam for the Fincjob thcg have done in

comPfIing a great resource on religion and life in genera!. Also to Kanclg Beck and his T eam at Word
Scarch, my bible s’cuc{g tools. Fina”g to Jimmg K and Bl” W. for sl‘lowing me that even addicts do
recover and find (God, rea”}j.

This book is dedicated to my Children; my Father, Hogt Mitchell Hudgcns and his wife and my
Mother. And to my Grandparents, they a|wags believed in me. Specia| thanks to Robert and Cyntl’xia.

December 2005

|t has been almost 2 years since my Fathers Passing. Tl’xis single event brought me to
a real Crisis of Consciencc. | used to pray, “Heavenlg ]:a’cl—]er”. Now angtimc | write
or pray that) ] feellike ]’m ta”(ing to my Dad‘

|t confused me at first, now it comforts me.

] never worried about ctcrnitg; death has a]wags been a door to the next life. Dcep n
my spiri’c | alwags knew this and never rea”g strugglecl with it at all. |t was the ligl‘x’ming
sPee& with which ] aPProaciﬁed it in my younger dags that concerned me. ] was not
reacly to clie; ] felt ] had business to do here. AFter 50 years, ]’m still not reacig. Toclag
| am loving life but even that can be a sPiritual trap. [f] put my life before the life giverit

is a basic form of ido]atry.
Hcrc is some of my storg_just for Qualhcication purposes.

During the sixties ] worshipecl drugs. ] attended high school high on clrugs every day. ]
was kicked out or quit. | was kicked out of my parent’s house for my conduct and was a
street child bg the time | was 16 years old. | was rebellious and | loved it. Mg favorite
was LSD ] must have done it thousands of times. But ] was afraid to die while !iving
this life of drugs. Bg 1971 | knew the drugs were ki“ing me and my friends were dging

around me.



| was raised a Christian and Frotes’cant at that. Southem Bap’cist bg birtl'x, in1972 |
was Papered with the Assemblg of God C}mrch as an Exhor’cer. ]n 1978 lgraduated

Bible School at Rhema Bible Training (Center located in T ulsa, Oklahoma. | spent
almost the entire seventies sceking (od ’chrough the church and school.

53 the late seventies | was back on c{rugs and the ear]y eighties found me divorced
and scarclﬁing, again. (rushed ]35 my own devices, in 1984, | found my way into an
AA Meeting at the direction of an EAF Counselor. Encouraged by the AA’s ]
went to my first NA meeting and there ] have remained every since. The program

gives me what ] need in many areas and what l can not find t}'vcrc, ] find in Fricncls,

Familg and Fe”owship.
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